
 

  

SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION OF NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 

NEWSLETTER June 2025 

Email: slangocoordinator@gmail.com /alice.james@slango.com  / info@slango.com 

Website: www.slango.sl 

Contact: +23278608375 / +23278515585 

Office Address: 33 Adelaide Street, Freetown 

mailto:slangocoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:/alice.james@slango.com
mailto:info@slango.com
http://www.slango.sl/


  

  
SL 
 

1 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SLANGO 
NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 

DECLAIMER: THE ARTICLES WITHIN THE NEWSLETTER ARE PRESENTED AS SUBMITTED 

TO SLANGO. WE DO NOT TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR GRAMMATICAL OR EXPRESSIONAL 
ERRORS 



  

  
SL 
 

2 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

TABLE OF CONTENT 
1. Message From The Coordinator  
2. Secretariat Update 

¶ CRS Donate a Land Cruiser Vehicle to SLANGO Secretariat  

¶ SLANGO Driver 

¶ SLANGO Training for NGOs on Impactful Program & Project Proposals 
Empowerment 

¶ SLANGO Website Development Update 

¶ Training on PAYE and Tax Exemption at the Freetown City Council 
3. NGO Week 
4. Digital Skills Training Workshop 
5. SLANGO AGM & BOARD 
6. Depac Meeting 
7. Showcasing The Work of Our Members  
ü Community Voices 

¶ World Hope International -  Enable the Children (ETC) 

¶ Purposeful 

¶ Concern Worldwide - CǊƻƳ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ǘƻ IƻǇŜΥ Iƻǿ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴΩǎ {!C9 tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
Transformed the Tree Planting Community 

¶ Catholic Relief Service  (CRS) 

¶ Brac Sierra Leone 

¶ SEND Sierra Leone  
ü Italian Association for Solidarity Among People (AISPO)  
ü Amazonian Initiative Movement (AIM) 
ü AVSI Foundation 
ü Centre for Disability and Less Privileged (CDP) 
ü Cotton Tree Foundation 
ü EducAid 
ü Goal Sierra Leone 
ü Life For African Mothers (LFAM) 
ü Living Water International Sierra Leone 
ü Medicos Del Mundo 
ü Mirrors For Earth's Energy Rebalancing 
ü Maternal Health Africa 
ü RESILIENT COMMUNITIES NETWORK (RECONET)  
ü Rural Health Care Initiative (RHCI) 
ü St. George Foundation Sierra Leone 
ü Teach Sierra Leone 
ü We Yone Child Foundation 
ü Welt Hunger Hilfe (WHH) 
ü Women on Mining and Extractives (WoME) 
ü A Place of Hope Sierra Leone 
ü Sierra Leone Adult Education Association (SLADEA) 
ü Action for Advocacy and Development Sierra Leone 
ü Helen Keller International 
ü Media Matters for Women 
ü Network Movement For Justice And Development (NMJD) 
ü UNITED METHODIST DEVELOPMENT OFFICE (UMDO)  

8. THE ROLE OF CBOs AND NGOs 



  

  
SL 
 

3 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

FROM THE DESK OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATOR 
 

 

Greetings to you all and hope all is well! 

I am excited to present the 3rd Edition of our SLANGO magazine, highlighting our accomplishments and community 

impaŎǘ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀƎŜǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 

values, and our unwavering commitment to making a positive impact in our vibrant communities. 

We celebrate the achievements of our members, showcasing their dedication and hard work. We highlight initiatives 

and projects that are directly impacting the lives of our organization. We outline our plans for the coming months and 

years, ensuring we remain relevant and impactful. We provide avenues for you to get more involved and contribute 

to our collective mission.  

I am reassuring you that we are a unified force in national development. Our collective efforts are making a real 

difference. Continue to be engaged. Your participation is vital to our success. Stay informed. This magazine is your 

window into our work, and we encourage you to read it thoroughly. Share our message. Let others know about the 

positive impact we are having in Sierra Leone.  

Thank you for your continued support and dedication. Together, we can create a brighter future for our communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alice Nenneh James  

National Coordinator 
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SECRETARIAT UPDATES 
CRS Donate a Land Cruiser Vehicle to SLANGO Secretariat 

On Friday February 7, 2025 CRS donated a 4 four wheel drive Toyota Land Cruiser vehicle 

to the SLANGO secretariat for the effective 

operational and administrative functioning.   

Please join me to extend our sincere thanks 

and appreciation to the management of CRS 

 

We provide that this vehicle will be handled with care 

 

SLANGO Driver 

February 2025 SLANGO Secretariat officially employed a driver; Morris 

Savage with six years driving experience. 

 

 

 

SLANGO Training for NGOs on Impactful Program & Project Proposals Empowerment 

SLANGO is pleased to announce a successful training program designed to equip your team 

with the essential skills to develop impactful Program and Project Proposals - empowering 

you to secure vital funding for your critical initiatives. 
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Key Highlights of the Training: 

·        Comprehensive Curriculum: 

Learn the full lifecycle of proposal development, from identifying needs and crafting 

compelling narratives to designing measurable 

outcomes and detailed budgets. 

·        Practical Exercises: 

Hands-on workshops to practice applying concepts 

to your specific projects, including feedback sessions 

to refine your proposals. 

 

·        Donor-Focused Approach: 

Gain insights into current donor priorities and expectations, tailoring your proposals to 

maximize funding potential. 

·        Expert Facilitation: 

Experienced trainers with extensive NGO experience who guide the training through the 

process. 

SLANGO Website Development Update 

SLANGO Website is up and running www.slango.sl as the secretariat is currently working on 

how the registration process should be online for easy chain of communication.  

 

Training on PAYE and Tax Exemption at the Freetown City Council 

TAX OBLIGATIONS OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION (NGO) AND INTERNATIONAL 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATION 

OUTLINE OF PRESENTATION 

1. REASONS WHY NGO, AND INGOS SHOULD REGISTER AS TAXPAYERS 
2. TIN AND TAX TYPE REGISTRATION 
3. RESIDENT STATUS 
4. FILING OF RETURNS, RATES AND PAYMENT 
5. COMPLIANCE PENALTIES 
6. FINANCE ACT 2025 AMENDMENTS 
7. RECORD KEEPING 
8. SCREENSHOTS ON FILING AND PAYMENT USING ITAS 

Date:  Wednesday 12th March 2025 

http://www.slango.sl/
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NGO Week 

Pre-Walk Gathering 26
th
 ï World Hope 7:00am  

Post-Walk Rally ï World Vision  

Outcome    

1. NGOs brand the walk based on their vision and mission  

2. Itôs an opportunity for awareness raising, and distribution of IEC materials and signing of 

petitions to support the cause; key elements would be clear messaging about the cause, 

engaging activities to foster community connection, and visible displays of solidarity like 

banners and attire.  

Detailed Program Outline:  

Pre-Walk (7:00am - 7:30am): 

¶ Registration: 

¶ Welcome and Introductions: 

¶ Walk Start and Awareness Raising Activities: 
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Route Navigation: Spur Road ï Lumley roundabout ï Wilkinson Road 

 Visual Impact:  

All NGOs were encouraged to wear themed attire, carry banners, and use signage to visually represent 

the cause.  

Post-Walk Rally (9:00am - 11:00pm):  

¶ Gathering Area:  World Vision  

¶ Performance/Presentations:  organiz

ations were allowed to make speeches, Artistic 

performances, poetry readings, or speeches 

related to the cause. 

¶ Call to Action: A clear call to 

action for participants, including 

information on how to further support the 

cause through donations, volunteering, or 

advocacy. 

 

¶ Closing Remarks:  

¶ Social Media Engagement: 

Encourage NGOs to share their experiences on social media   to amplify 

the message.  
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MOPED IN COLLABORATION WITH SLANGO 

CELEBRATES THE WORK OF NGOS IN SIERRA LEONE 

VENUE: Miatta Conference Hall 27th  

Purpose 

ü Celebrate the diversity and innovation of NGOs 
ü Recognize the efforts of NGOs in shaping the world 
ü Inspire people to get involved with NGOs 
ü Encourage collaboration between NGOs and the public and private sectors 
ü Reflect on the contributions of NGOs and the people who work for them 
ü Support and empower NGOs worldwide 
ü Acknowledge the dedication of workers in international development and 

humanitarian assistance 
ü Recognize the benefits that NGOs bring to the planet 

 

EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES FOR SUSTAINBLE DEVELOPMENT  
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WE ARE A UNIFIED VOICE FORCE IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

¶ Massive media engagement 

¶ NGO Collaborative exhibition with MDAs 

¶ Donor Conference 

¶ Meeting with development partners and private sector 

¶ NGO gallery work show casing our success and impact 

¶ Social evenings and Jamborees ς Dinner for Directors of NGOs 

 

Digital Skills Training Workshop 

Workshop on Digital Skills and Gig Economy Assessment ς The Directorate of Science, Technology, 

and Innovation (DSTI), in collaboration with PCL International and Commit 

Technology & Consult, engage in a workshop on Digital Skills and Gig 

Economy Assessment.  

This workshop aims to bring together key stakeholders to discuss the scope, 

methodology, and objectives of the assessment, ensuring alignment with 

national priorities and industry needs. The insights from this session will 

guide the data collection process and inform strategies for enhancing digital 

skills development and gig economy opportunities in Sierra Leone. 

Key Training Practical; overview, objectives, scope, and expected outcomes 

of the digital skills and gig economy assessment / stakeholder engagement 

and data collection approach. Practical assessment mapping tool app was 

implemented at FBC University and IPAM  
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SLANGO AGM & BOARD 

Minister of Planning Attends SLANGO AGM, Highlights Partnership with NGOs in Development 

Efforts.  

 

Freetown, December 10, 2024ς The Honorable Minister of Planning and Economic Development, 

Kenyeh Barlay addressing the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sierra Leone Association of 

Non-DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό{[!bDhύΣ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

fostering stronger partnerships with NGOs for sustainable national development. 

IŜƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ bDhǎ ƛƴ !ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀl 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέΣ ǘƘŜ !Da ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƴƛƭƭŀ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ !ōŜǊŘŜŜƴΣ CǊŜŜǘƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

brought together development partners, NGO leaders, civil society representatives, and government 

officials for dialogue on strengthening collaboration and addressing development priorities. 

Lƴ ƘŜǊ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ YŜƴȅŜƘ .ŀǊƭŀȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ {[!bDhΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ 

inception in 1994, particularly in enhancing coordination among NGOs and improving service 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ά¸ƻǳǊ support has been instrumental in reaching the last mile 

with critical services in education, healthcare, agriculture, and water and sanitation. This 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛǳƳ-Term 

National DevelƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ  

The Minister highlighted the achievements of NGOs in Sierra Leone, including: 

¶ Building and rehabilitating schools and health facilities, 

¶ Providing water supplies and sanitation infrastructure, 

¶ Training teachers and healthcare personnel, 

¶ Supporting child protection and youth empowerment initiatives, and 

¶ Boosting agricultural production through the provision of inputs and processing 
facilities. 
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She encouraged SLANGO to continue advocating for NGOs on policy issues, supporting their 

operational needs, and creating an enabling environment for service delivery at the district level. 

¢ƘŜ !Da ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ {[!bDhΩǎ 

financial and operational reports, a review of its Memorandum and Articles of Association, and 

elections for new leadership positions. 

The Minister urged NGOs to prioritize resource mobilization, capacity building, and a harmonized 

approach to service delivery to enhance their impact. She concluded by assuring continued 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ bDh ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎΣ άaƻt95 ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ 

ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ bDhǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 

The AGM concluded with the adoption of resolutions to further strengthen SL!bDhΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ 

[ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 

forward. 

 

Depac Meeting 
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SHOWCASING THE WORK OF OUR MEMBERS 

COMMUNITY VOICES 

 

World Hope International -  Enable the Children (ETC) 

Program: A Voice for Children with Disabilities  

WHIôs Enable the Children (ETC) program was chosen to represent the work being done in 

the disability sector, advocating for rehabilitation services, inclusion, and early intervention 

and ongoing advocacy for children with disabilities.  

Two children, Marie and Adama, along with their mothers 

were selected as representatives not only for the over 1000 

children in the program, but also for the thousands of 

children living with disabilities across Sierra Leone.  

Occupational therapist Program Manager Laura Boothby 

introduced ETC, highlighting the life-changing support 

provided through therapy (both physiotherapy and 

occupational therapy), assistive equipment, and family 

counseling. She emphasized that this program is not just a 

serviceð but itôs a movement that everyone can join to be 

agents of change.  

A Motherôs Powerful Testimony  

Adamaôs mother shared a deeply personal story about the 

stigma and challenges she faced raising a child with 

quadriplegic cerebral palsy. She recounted how she was pressured to abandon her daughter 

but instead found hope through WHIôs therapy services, locally made assistive equipment, 

and counseling support.  

Thanks to this intervention, Adama has made remarkable progressðshe can now follow 

instructions, eat and drink independently, sit in a chair, and attends a school that 

accommodates her needs, but this has only been achieved first by encountering many 

challenges.  

In a historic moment, 

Adamaôs mother made a 

direct appeal to the Vice 

President, asking him to 

become an ambassador for 

children with disabilities. 

The crowd responded with 

overwhelming support, and 

the Vice President made an 

acknowledgement to this. 
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To mark this commitment, Marie presented a small prototype assistive chair to the Vice 

President, symbolizing the governmentôs responsibility to ensure children with disabilities are 

not forgotten along with an invitation to the next annual Beach Outing was also given. The 

public acknowledgment of this issue at the highest level of government was a significant step 

forward in advocating for policy changes and greater inclusion. 

 

Purposeful 

Community voice from purposeful 

LΩƳ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƛǊƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ 

ranging from teenage pregnancy leading to girls dropping 

out of school, to initiation of female Genital Mutilation, a 

big factor in child marriage. experience of sexual and 

physical violence or intimate partner violence have 

affected and still affect girls in our society.  

Like so many, I come from a community where girls and 

young women are not considered or included in decision-

making in the home or the community. Where culture and 

religion is used against us. Where they tell us how to dress 

and which friends ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ 

girls are considered a source of income for their families, 

married to older men. Where girls are silenced.  

When I got impregnated when I was going to school - I was 

not given the choice to make decisions over my body, 

rather I was punished for something I had little or no 

knowledge over as a young girl. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ LΩƳ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

young women who are resisting oppression and violence in a society full of patriarchy,  

Standing here today, I affirm that investing in girls through intentionally designed programs, created 

with and for girls,  

Purposeful through donor support implemented the Safe Space programme which I and over 15,000 

girls across Sierra Leone benefited from. Before, I was devastated, hopeless with no respect from 

even my close relatives, molested by the man and his family who impregnated me. Loose trust and 

confidence in myself because I was told because I got pregnant, that was the end of my world.  

And Purposeful makes us believe that, another world is possible for girls. Everything became a story 

of the past when I became a mentor to lead and support young girls in my community going through 

similar struggles to build our power, and consciousness and know our rights. Today, myself standing 

here and many thousands of girls across Sierra Leone are no longer where society thinks girls should 

be.   



  

  
SL 
 

14 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

With the support of local partners in Karene- aǳƴŀŦŀ aΩǇŀǘƛŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƛȄ 

districts, established safe spaces exclusively for girls. These initiatives put resources directly into ourr 

hands. We also have access to information through a girl-centered media radio program called Karo 

Kura Konnection. This program ignited my awareness and helped me develop self-confidence, 

respect, and power. 

I became a mentor, a young girl with a four-month-old baby, and I even questioned myself if I would 

be fit or accepted to be a mentor to lead and support young girls in my community. I was selected 

and then started to realize I can still be somebody.  

As  a mentor, I was supported with a monthly stipend (not less than Le.500), given a mobile phone 

with monthly top-up and date to help me coordinate and meet with girls in the safe space and there 

about my change and other mentors. Before I could not afford a cent,we started having access to 

money we were fully in control of. Mentors across communities were able to buy things they needed 

for themselves I was able to take care of my child's needs and mine because I had money on my 

own. And every week purposeful will send life-changing content to us in our phones we will listen to 

them with our girls those content serves as guidelines for us on how to care for ourselves as girls and 

what relationships we should or should not maintain, what we should listen to from community 

people and what we should not listen to also it teaches us that we have right to make decisions over 

our bodies. from this point girls who were suffering in silence began to gain strength through the 

girl's safe space and "Joy" is our main tool of resistance so many things have happened since 

purposeful took this step. 

In the safe space, we talk about issues like violence affecting us as girls, we will laugh and play 

together, it is our safe home us. Then I realized, my struggle was not different from those many girls 

in my community. Then we started questioning and demanding for our rights as girls. We then start 

engaging community leaders asking if we should be involved in community conversations and 

decisions. and today, its happening in my community.  

!ǎ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƎƛǊƭ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ 

a young activist who the community looks up to support and mentor other girls 

I have gained so much learning with Purposeful. With the Mentors Academy initiative, a feminist 

political education space where a group of young women was convened on our personal journey and 

self-discovery. I was supported with a development grant to continue my personal dream. As I speak 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘly enrolled as a State Nurse 

LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ LǊƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΦ  

 I and other mentors plus our girls are sufficient evidence of change because I and other mentors 

had gone from being a mentors to owning an organization that focuses on tackling issues of SGBV 

we didn't want to get the information and sit with it but we want to be in the Frontline to take these 

by ourselves with the support of purposeful through the MOVE grant 

Purposeful has demonstrated to the world that the greatest risk for INGOs and NGOs is failing to 

invest in girls and trust them to lead their own agendas, rather than prioritizing donor requirements 

over their real needs. 



  

  
SL 
 

15 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

 

My president, our father of the nation, on behalf of the girls and women in Sierra Leone, trust you 

had my story, a girl who was almost chased our of the community because of unwanted teenage 

pregnancy, a girl whose education got disrupted because I was not given the choice over my body, I 

was not given the education and access to contraceptives. So many girls and women have already 

ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

young women in Sierra Leone. Sir we are kindly asking you to pass the Safe Motherhood and 

Reproductive Right Bill 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƳ aŀǊƛŀƳ YŀƳŀǊŀ ŦǊƻƳ YŀƳŀƪǿŜƛΣ YŀǊŜƴŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 

 

 

 

Concern Worldwide - CǊƻƳ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ ǘƻ IƻǇŜΥ Iƻǿ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴΩǎ {!C9 tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŜ 

Planting Community 

 

 

Marie Mansaray from the Tree PlantƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƻǿ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴΩǎ {!C9 tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ 

their lives. "We faced a severe water crisis," she recalls. 

"Girls were exploited by gangsters who demanded 'sex 

for water,' leading to teenage pregnancies and school 

dropouts." Marie became deeply involved when 

Concern stepped in. "I attended every meeting because 

I wanted to help solve this crisis," she says. She was 

selected as Chairperson of the WASH Committee, which 

manages the water facilities. "I accepted the role to 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ development," she 

explains. The project built two boreholes, a spring box, 

and installed solar lights for safety. "Now, we have safe water, teenage pregnancies have dropped, 

and girls are no longer late for school," Marie says. Water costs also reduced from le5 for 22 litters 

to le3 for 66 litters. As a gardener, Marie has personally benefited. "The water supports our gardens, 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘǎΣϦ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōƻƻǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ ϦLΩǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

with high-calibre people for the first time," she says proudly. "Thanks to Concern and the Freetown 

City Council, we have safe water, dignity, and hope for the future," Marie concludes.  
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Catholic Relief Service (CRS) 

SLANGOs community voice Program in Freetown (February 27, 2025) 

A case study: R.C Koromantor community in Diang chiefdom, Koinadugu district 

Presented by: Bollo Koroma 

 Deputy Head Teacher, R.C Koromantor  

Presentation outlineé.. 

¶ Brief Background about R.C Koromantor community / school 

¶  Catholic Relief ServicesΩ (CRS) program intervention at R.C Koromantor (from 
2018 To date) 

¶  The impacts of the FFE program to the lives of vulnerable children and women in 
the community 

¶  Community contributions and future needs 

Brief Background about R.C Koromantor community / school 

 

 

× R.C Koromantor is among the 310 program schools benefiting from the FFE school feeding 
program support by USDA/MGD funds. 

×  R.C Koromantor is found in one of the most deprived communities in Diang chiefdom, a 
well-known gold mining chiefdom in Koinadugu district. 

× Before the intervention of CRS, the community had faced lot of problems: 
 

EDUCATION ASPECT 

i. Pupils' enrollment in R.C Koromantor was just 208 in total. 
ii. Teachers' attendance was low due to their engagement with other economic activities like 

mining, bike ridding and trading. 
iii. Student attendance was also low due to some children accompanying  their parents either 

to the farm or mining areas. 
iv. There was only one trained and qualify teacher out of five in the school. 
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v. Some parents use to chase their children to school. 
vi. Limited teaching and learning materials. 

 

 WASH (WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE) ASPECT 

i. We experience open defecation. 
ii. We struggled to access safe drinking water and most times we fetch from streams or 

stagnant water point 
 

FINANCIAL CHALLENGE  AND MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE , AND GOODS 

i. There was no financial service for the people engaged in agriculture and other livelihood. 
Hence, some individuals use the opportunity to exploit people by given out loans with high 
interest rate to be paid in-kind at the end of the cropping season.   

ii. Most community members and farmers find it difficult to access loan to invest into 
agriculture or buy school supplies for their children. 

iii. We have one of the worst roads in the country, and you cannot pay a motƻǊƛǎǘ άhƪŀŘŀέ ƭŜǎǎ 
than NLE 250 as transport fare to access Kabala town (which is around 20 miles). 

 

/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ wŜƭƛŜŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ό/w{ύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ YƻƛƴŀŘǳƎǳ ŀƴŘ Cŀƭŀōŀ  

V Provision of school meals to pupils, teachers and cooks throughout the week (from Monday 
to Friday) 

V Construction of food store to keep our supplies safe and secured.  
V Provide pre-and in-service training programs for our teachers  to deliver in the classrooms 
V Provision of school supplies like teaching and learning material, fabrication of benches and 

desk, tables, chairs and cupboards for the school e.tc. 
V  Rehabilitation of school block, borehole and toilet facilities in some program communities  
V Construction of school block, latrines and borehole facilities in some program communities. 
V Trained our community structure like cooks, SMC (school management committee), MSGs 

(Mother Support Groups), and SGFP (School Garden Focal Person) in the management of 
CRS interventions. 

 

FFE program impact to the lives of vulnerable children and women in our community 

As a result of the daily school meals being provided: 

ü tǳǇƛƭǎΩ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ нлу ǘƻ оно ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
ü Pupils' attendance has increased 
ü Pupils now rush to go school without being chased by their parents. 
ü tǳǇƛƭǎΩ  ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎess to nutritious food due to diverse food supply to children like fresh 

cucumber, carrot, OFSP and watermelon during  school meals or garden period. 
ü The drop-out rate has decreased drastically  
ü  

As a result of the school garden establishment: 

V tǳǇƛƭǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ access to fresh vegetables and fruit to add to their nutritional needs of the day. 
V The garden provides condiment to the kitchen which  has reduced that burden  on parents. 
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V The teachers and students use the garden as learning site for practical session on 
agriculture. 

 

As a result of the SILC activities:  

V  Community members can access loan to invest like in the case of 4 people (Demba Sillah, 
Bollo Koroma, Finah Koroma and Sigimba Kamara) that have established business of their 
own. 

V 10 SILC members have also contributed and bought a rice milling machines as be run a 
business enterprise. 

V  Group members who engaged in agriculture can access loan without any surety or 
collateral. 

V Parents who are members of the SILC group can access loan to train their children in school. 
V There are funds for members  in the form grant for emergencies. 

 

Due to school infrastructural support, training of teachers, distribution of school supplies (LTM, 

benches, desk etc.) and community engagement: 

V  Improvement on WASH activities 
V 7 teachers out 8 in R.C Koromantor have acquired T.C General certificate. 
V We have enough classrooms space for learning 
V  We now have excellence performance in the National Primary School Examinations. 
V We have enough teaching and learning materials for pupils to read in group during our 

school reading club sessions. 
V  The participation of our community members is high in all school activities, like school 

garden activities, sport activities, advocacy for teachers' approval, and community teachers 
support. 

V  
Community contributions 

1. Continue to provide labour for any developmental project 
2. Continue to support the activities of the school garden or community farms in our various 

communities.  
3. Continue to provide local materials for the construction of school blocks, kitchen and toilet 

facility. 
4. Continue to work with TSC and MBSSE for teachers' approval in our schools 

 

FUTURE NEEDS 

ü Continuity of the school feeding program through the extension of the government  national 
school feeding program into our districts (Falaba and Koinadugu districts)  

ü Support more teachers in training colleges to improve on learning outcomes 
ü Advocate for more teacher's approval. 
ü Regular coaching and mentoring of teachers on classroom and school record management, 

school administration and lesson plan and note preparation. 
ü Early delivery of school registers, report cards and subsides to help run the schools 

effectively. 
ü Improve on our feeder roads for easy movement of people and goods 
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Children having school meals during lunch hours 

 

SILC share-out meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brac Sierra Leone 

BRAC Sierra Leone NGO was honoured to proudly joined the Ministry of Planning and Economic 

Development (MoPED) incollaboration with the 

Sierra Leone Associasion of Non-Governmental 

Organisations (SLANGO) in observing the maiden 

National NGO Week held between the 22nd and 

the 27th February 2025. With the theme 

"Empowering Communities for Sustainable 

Development," the event recognised the hard 

work of over 600 NGOs and their dedicated staff, 
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volunteers, and donors who have been, and are still supporting the developmental strides of the 

Government of Sierra Leone. The celebration marked a Health Walk on Saturday 22nd February and 

various pannel discussions on Thursday 27th February.  

During the Health Walk, BRAC and several other Non-Governmental Organasations were dressed in 

branded T-Shirts and displayed banners and other materials explaining their work within the country 

as they marched from Spur Road to World Vision Office at Wilkinson Road. Besides being branded in 

T-shirts, BRAC staff displayed hand bills bearing various inscriptions of what the the organisation is 

doing in the country, enhancing  their visibility on their various  interventions.   

 Furthermore, BRAC also participated in one of the key panel discussions where Maseray Sesay, a 

female participant who has benefited from the Accelerating Impact for Young Women (AIM) 

programme moved the audience with her testimony. In her account, Maseray explained how she 

dropped out of school beŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜǊ 

struggle worsen when she had two children for a male partner who promised to support her. She 

finally came into contact with BRAC when she thought that all hopes were lost. BRAC enrolled her 

into the AIM programme and supported her to acquire technical vocational skills training (TVET) in 

tailoring after completing the clubhouse session. BRAC further supported her with a complete set of 

tailoring machine. Maseray is now a seamstress and make a discent living from it.  

 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ .w!/ bDh Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƴƻ 

ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƳŀƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΣέ aŀǎŜǊŀȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΦ άL ƴƻǿ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

skills and the asset I received ŦǊƻƳ .w!/Φ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ .w!/Ηέ 
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SEND Sierra Leone 

Case Study: The Inspiring Leadership Journey of Alimatu H. Kamara 

From Self-Doubt to Confident Leadership 

A remarkable transformation took place in the Western Area Rural District's heart. Alimatu H. 

Kamara embarked on a personal and professional growth journey, evolving from a reserved local 

leader into a strong, confident advocate for her community. Her story is a testament to the power of 

mentorship, training, and unwavering dedication. 

Overcoming Barriers Through Training and Support 

Elected as a councilor in 2018, Alimatu was eager to 

serve her community but struggled with public 

speaking and self-expression. Whether in council 

meetings or community gatherings, she found it 

difficult to articulate her ideas confidently. However, 

this changed when she received training and 

mentorship from SEND Sierra Leone, a national non-

governmental organization committed to community 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

Her turning point came when she attended 

a stakeholder meeting for the WISE Project (Women 

Igniting the Spirit of Entrepreneurship), an initiative 

designed to foster economic growth and community 

development. When asked if she wanted to participate, Alimatu did not hesitate. Her motivation 

was clearτshe had witnessed the vulnerability of women in her community and saw this as an 

opportunity to make a meaningful impact. 

 

Driving Change in Newton Community 

Through SEND Sierra Leone's intervention, significant improvements were made in Newton 

Community, where Alimatu played a key role in governance and development. 

¶ The Community Health Center (CHC) was rehabilitated, improving access to quality 
healthcare. Additionally, nurses who previously lacked official recognition due to missing PIN 
codes were successfully registered, allowing them to work legally and efficiently. 

¶ Local schools were renovated, ensuring a better learning environment for children. 
¶ The Newton market is currently under renovation as a result of her advocacy. 
¶ Leadership Growth: With a stronger understanding of her roles and responsibilities, Alimatu 

performs her duties confidently and precisely. 
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Breaking Barriers in Politics 

Alimatu is not just a public servantτǎƘŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ŀ two-

term councillor and the current chief councillor, she has consistently worked towards improving her 

community. Determined to expand her impact, she campaigned for the position of Deputy 

Chairperson of the Western Area Rural District Council, competing against male contenders. 

Although her bid was unsuccessful, it was groundbreaking, proving that women can stand on equal 

footing with men in leadership. Undeterred, she has set her sights on the 2028 parliamentary 

elections, hoping to influence national policies and drive development initiatives. 

Commitment to Infrastructure and Economic Growth 

hƴŜ ƻŦ !ƭƛƳŀǘǳΩǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ public disclosure meeting with EDSA and Integen, the 

institutions responsible for electricity in Sierra Leone. This initiative focuses on improving electricity 

access in Newton over the next year, a critical step toward economic growth and social progress. 

Mentoring the Next Generation of Women Leaders 

Alimatu is passionate about empowering young women to enter politics. She leads a mentorship 

program to equip aspiring female politicians with the skills and confidence needed to navigate 

the political landscape and also served as the first president of the Western Area Rural District 

Women in Governance Network (WARDWiGN). Additionally, she actively participates in public 

engagement forums, ensuring women have a leadership voice. 

Balancing Leadership and Family 

Beyond politics, Alimatu is a devoted mother of four. One of her daughters is currently pursuing a 

degree in Mechanical Engineering at the Milton Margai College and was selected for solar 

installation and maintenance trainingτa project implemented by SEND Sierra Leone, aligning with 

the coǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ renewable energy goals. 

As the headmistress of Ahmadiyya Muslim Primary School, Alimatu has been a pillar in shaping 

young minds for over a decade. She leads a team of 15 staff members, ensuring academic 

excellence. She also established a nursery class in 2014, demonstrating her commitment to inclusive 

education. 

Pursuing Higher Education for Greater Impact 

Alimatu holds an HTC certificate and a degree, but her aspirations do not end there. She is 

determined to ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ in the upcoming academic year. However, financial 

constraints pose a challenge. She is actively seeking scholarships or funding to further her 

education, enhance her qualifications, and ultimately serve her community at an even higher level. 

Championing Community Advocacy 

Beyond her political leadership, Alimatu has emerged as a powerful advocate for community 

development. One of her most impactful initiatives was her campaign against waste 

mismanagement at the local market. Frustrated by the lack of action, she publicly raised awareness, 
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catching the attention of local media. Her advocacy efforts were broadcasted on television, resulting 

in immediate action and a thoroughly cleaned market. Alimatu is also a member of the Community 

of Practice that guides the affairs of the implementation of the EU CSO Gender Equality project 

implemented by SEND. 

A Legacy of Courage and Change 

Today, Councilor Alimatu H. Kamara stands as a symbol of resilience, courage, and leadership. No 

longer held back by fear, she actively participates in discussions, addresses public gatherings, and 

confidently represents her people. 

Her journey inspires women in leadership, proving that anyone can develop the confidence to lead 

and advocate for change with the proper support and training. 

!ƭƛƳŀǘǳ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ {9b5 {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŜǇ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

commitment to empowering women has not only helped her find her voice but also strengthened 

her ability to drive meaningful change in her community. 

Her story is a powerful testament to the impact of mentorship, training, and unwavering 

determination. 

 

 

Italian Association for Solidarity Among People (AISPO) 

We are proud to announce the successful completion of the third and final year of our three-year 

project! This initiative, funded by the Italian Agency for Development 

Cooperation (AICS) and implemented by the Italian Association for 

Solidarity Among People (AISPO) in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Health (MoH), has been instrumental in improving access to blood and 

blood derivatives for patients in need. Your dedication and commitment 

have made a lasting impact, particularly for women in labor, pregnant 

women, newborns, and children suffering from severe anemia.  

BLOOD DONATION MATTERS! I FAYN FOH GI BLOD! Throughout this project, we have achieved 

remarkable milestones:  

¶ Strengthening Blood Services ς Operating at Princess Christian Maternity Hospital 
(PCMH) and supporting regional facilities.  

¶ Infrastructure Development ς Establishing the Regional Blood Transfusion Center in 
Makeni and rehabilitating the blood bank at Connaught Hospital and PCMH.  

¶ Capacity Building ς Awarding scholarships for laboratory staff to receive specialized 
training in Italy.  

¶ Governance and Supervision ς Enhancing the national blood transfusion system with 
essential equipment, monitoring programs, and policy support.  

¶ Public Awareness & Voluntary Donations ς Conducting mobile unit campaigns to 
encourage blood donation and community engagement.  
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΗ ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 

to sustain these efforts by fostering voluntary blood 

donations, maintaining high-quality blood services, 

monitoring the blood banks and advocating for continued 

investment in transfusion health services.  

CALL FOR ACTION: Visit the National and Regional Safe Blood 

Services Centers in all government hospitals to donate blood 

and save lives. Your support has been invaluable, and together, we have made a difference. 

Thank you for your commitment to this life-saving initiative! https://aispo.org/en/home_en/  

https://www.instagram.com/aispo/  https://www.facebook.com/aispo/  

 

Amazonian Initiative Movement (AIM) 

CULTURE AND TRADITION CAN'T BE USE AS MONEY-MAKING MACHINE 

African is a beautiful continent with so many traditions and cultures that define it.  

Our ways of dressing, the food, and the different languages spoken are all quite unique but 

sometimes these can create divisions. 

In Sierra Leone, there are a total of 17 ethnic groups speaking different languages. Krio is the lingua 

franca which most people can understand.  

There are a variety of tradition and cultural practices which are accepted and practised by for both 

women and men. These traditions have become our way of life.  

However, because culture is dynamic , it needs to be looked into with time, especially when it causes 

a lot of untold sufferings. 

Sierra Leone women have a unique culture in which all ethnic groups practice Bondo/Sande Society.  

This society was initially used as a training ground to prepare young women for marriage. In 

Bondo/Sande secret society, women can learn about leadership, traditional singing, and dancing as 

well as basic home making skills and respecting of elders.  

The Bondo/Sande Society was the admiration of many who visited our country. The women who 

lead these societies are called Soweis. Membership (initiation) into the Society takes place in a 

sacred bush outside of communities. 

Today, unfortunately, Soweis have turned from their leadership and empowerment roles for young 

women to making money and allowing politicians to build bondo/sande houses.  

This has completely changed the nature of our female society. 

The equivalent secret society for men (Poro) continues to uphold its value, culture, rules, and 

regulations, whereas the women have turned their secret society for money making. 

https://aispo.org/en/home_en/
https://www.instagram.com/aispo/
https://www.facebook.com/aispo/
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Culture and tradition are for a sense of belonging and not money making.   

Women should re-evaluate the reasons for the Bondo/Sande Society as culture is for a sense of 

belonging and not a money-making machine. But when the disadvantages far outweigh the 

advantage we need to rethink in the interest to save lives.  

AVSI Foundation 

The Clean cooking project: building a cleaner future for Sierra Leone 

AVSI and EnDev are enhancing skills of local stove producer and raising awareness 

among the communitise on the use of clean cooking systems 

In Sierra Leone, the multi-donor partnership Energising Development (EnDev), 

implemented by AVSI, has launched a project aimed at fostering market growth 

for improved cook stoves in the rural and urban districts of Bo, Kenema, Pujehun 

and Western Area. 

The project's objective is to enhance the capabilities of local stove producers (15 local companies 

and 4 start-ups) through the improvement of their skills and the expansion of their capacity. 

The selected stove producers have undergone comprehensive training in both the technical 

and marketing aspects of stove 

production. They have also been 

provided with the appropriate start-up 

materials to meet the growing demand 

for improved cook stoves in their 

respective communities.  

 

The project includes a strong focus on 

behavior change strategies to increase 

awareness and adoption of clean 

cookstoves in the community of the 

targeted districts. These activities include focus group discussions with community stakeholders, 

road shows, open mix events, community dramas, jingle rentals on various community radio stations 

and school sensitization campaigns aimed at educating community members about the benefits of 

using the cook stove and its positive impact on the environment. 

Through close collaboration with local stove manufacturers and the implementation of innovative 

and educational strategies, AVSI in Sierra Leone and EnDev are confident that this project will 

enhance access to a clean, efficient, and sustainable cooking solution, while also contributing to 

improvements in the health and well-being of families involved. 

 

EnDev is a strategic partnership of likeminded donors to promote energy access. Funding is currently 

supported by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the 
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Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DGIS), the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 

Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) and the Swiss Agency for Development 

and Cooperation (SDC). 

The programme is co-managed by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

(GIZ) GmbH and Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl). Learn more about EnDev: Energising 

Change - EnDev 

 

Centre for Disability and Less Privileged (CDP) 

Advancing disability rights and building a bridge of hope for disabled and less privileged persons in 

Sierra Leone is a non-governmental, voluntary and non-profit making 

organization   that is set up to create a center for the Disable and the Less 

Privilege in society, Feed the Hungry, Shelter the Homeless and the welfare of 

orphans and other vulnerable people (widows, less privileged , street child) and 

also developed public health for persons with disabilities who is one way or the 

other have lost their parents, husbands, close relatives through deadly diseases 

(epidemic and pandemic) and also for those neglected or deprived of their love and aimlessly 

roaming the street, so as to support, empower and develop them for a brighter hopeful future, train 

and council victims couple with skills for reintegration into the society. CENTER FOR DISABILITY AND 

LESS PRIVILEGE is an organization that is established to fight against Poverty, Social Injustices, Lack of 

Education and Right of women and Children. CDP is dedicated, perseverance, passion and 

determined to build that utopian in Sierra Leone where is concomitant with the rich and diverse 

heritage of their country. We welcome you all to this great fight and the welfare of the Disable and 

Less Privilege people to foster the vision and mission statement of this organization.  

Objectives 

1. To enhance access to quality life and opportunities for disabled and 
less-privileged persons. 

2. To promote social inclusion and equal participation of disabled and 
less-privileged persons in social activities. 

3. To provide specialized healthcare services and therapies tailored to 
the needs of disabled and less-privileged persons. 

4. To offer support and guidance for the reintegration of disabled and less-privileged persons 
into society. 

https://endev.info/
https://endev.info/
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5. To raise awareness and advocate for the rights of disabled and less-privileged persons within 
the broader community. 

6. To provide training and counselling, coupled with skill development, for the reintegration of 
disabled and less-privileged persons into society. 

 

Project Activities 

1. Shelter and Food: Provide shelter and food for disabled and less-privileged individuals. 

 

2. Inclusive Medical and Health Centre: Establish and operate medical and health centres 
tailored to the needs of our target population. 

    

 

 

  

 

3. Educational and Vocational Centres: Set up educational and vocational centers equipped 
with appropriate resources, assistive technology, and trained staff to provide tailored 
education and technical skills for societal reintegration. 
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Funding and Support 

CDP is currently self-funded, we are seeking funding partners through grants, donors, corporate 

sponsorships, individual donations to enable us reaching out to more disabled persons and to 

achieving our aims and objectives. 

CDP provide daily drop-in medical services at our center at 84 Kissy Road so that minor problems can 

be detected and treated before turning into major and possibly life-threatening problems for 

Persons living with disabilities, we do house to house visits for PWDs that cannot make it to our 

treatment centres due to distance and offer free medical check-up and treatments right in their 

homes.  We also provide specialized healthcare services and therapies tailored to the needs of 

disabled and less-privileged ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭǳƳǎΦ 

We take this opportunity to encourage all of us to continue doing the best we can to contribute in 

the effort of creating a better life for people with disabilities. 

Centre for Disability and Less-Privilege (CDP) raises awareness and advocate for 

the rights of disabled and less-privileged persons for inclusion, respect and dignity within the 

broader community in Sierra Leone  

At CDP,  Our main mission is to establish 

a well-equipped Rehabilitation Centre 

(RC) and a home that can accommodate 

both persons with disabilities (PWDs), 

their caregivers, and less-privileged 

individuals, specialized healthcare services 

and therapies tailored to the needs of 

disabled and less-privileged persons, plus 

an educational and vocational centre 

equipped with appropriate technology, and 

trained staff to provide tailored education 

and technical skills for Persons with 

Disabilities for re ïintegration in the 

Society 

 

Join CDP, Please visit our 

website https://cdpsierraleone.com/,  
 YouTube, and Instagram to learn more about 

our work   and development 

, 

 

Join CDP, Please visit our website https://cdpsierraleone.com/ 

https://cdpsierraleone.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCywptzfetzI0nw9N7tAuiVA
https://www.instagram.com/centerfordisabilityandless/
https://cdpsierraleone.com/
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 YouTube, and Instagram to learn more about our work and development 

Centre for Disability and Less-Privilege (CDP) 

No. 84 Kissy Road, Freetown, Sierra Leone 

Tel: +232 78737 045 

Website: https://cdpsierraleone.com/ 

Email: info@cdpsierraleone.com 

cdpsierraleone@gmail.com  

 

CDP provide daily drop-in medical services at our center at 84 Kissy Road so that minor problems can 

be detected and treated before turning into major and 

possibly life-threatening problems for Persons living with 

disabilities, we do house to house visits for PWDs that 

cannot make it to our treatment centres due to distance 

and offer free medical check-up and treatments right in 

their homes.  We also provide specialized healthcare 

services and therapies tailored to the needs of disabled 

and less-ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭǳƳǎΦ  

We take this opportunity to encourage all of us to continue doing the best we can to contribute in 

the effort of creating a better life for people with disabilities. 

 

Cotton Tree Foundation 

COTTON TREE FOUNDATION SIERRA LEONE NEWSLETTER FOR SLANGO  

  

         

Preparation of IVS for farming               Mongegba School project 

      School feeding project             Provision of vegetable seeds 

COTTON TREE FOUNDATION SIERRA LEONE as a national non-governmental organisation has stood 

the test of times for the past 21 years and has taken an upward trajectory in fostering sustainable 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCywptzfetzI0nw9N7tAuiVA
https://www.instagram.com/centerfordisabilityandless/
https://cdpsierraleone.com/
mailto:info@cdpsierraleone.com
mailto:cdpsierraleone@gmail.com
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development across Sierra Leone through impactful livelihoods programs. It is gratifying to note that 

in kŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ [ƛǾŜƭƛƘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

needs projects has created a lot of impact in its areas of operations. The Foundation's main areas of 

focus are education, special needs and agriculture, (livelihood) targeting rural populations in Kambia, 

Port Loko, Lunsar, Karene, Bombali, Massingbi and Western Rural Districts 

Furthermore, we are determined in empowering communities with the skills, knowledge, and 

resources needed to build sustainable livelihoods, we work towards breaking the cycle of poverty 

and creating lasting change. Our livelihood programs prioritize food security, nutrition, climate 

change resilience, advocacy and economic empowerment, particularly for marginalized groups, 

ensuring that every individual has the opportunity to thrive and contribute to the resilience and 

prosperity of their communities. Through local and international partnerships and community-driven 

approaches in 2024, we are committed to building a foundation for sustainable growth in rural 

communities across the country. 

With support from our international l partners such as Wooden en Daad, Inter-mision, Troacaire, 

World Servant,  FSEP/MAFFS/FAO, Fair Rice etc, we have been able to build schools, support staff 

tuition, school feeding, provision of uniforms and teaching and learning materials, stipend and 

salaries for teachers and meeting with physically challenged persons in our areas of operations as 

listed above. 

 Let me hasten to say that our Education, livelihood and special needs projects, we have been able to 

improve the economic resilience and self-sufficiency of marginalized and vulnerable communities. By 

providing training, resources, and support for sustainable income-generating activities, as our best 

intentions is to reduce poverty, enhance food security, and empower individuals with skills that 

foster long-term development. We have also been able to reach out to vulnerable groups especially 

the disable or physically challenged, women and children. Our sole aim over the years has been not 

only mitigating the challenges in the rural poor communities but to see how we can eradicate the 

problems and challenges faced by them and hence make them become self-reliant. 

Consequently, our sustainable projects resonates with goǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘǊƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 

do more if given the opportunity and support especially from our international partners in 2025 and 

beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  
SL 
 

31 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

EducAid 

District of Excellence: On 29th October 2024, EducAid and the Ministry of Basic & Senior Secondary 

Education in Port Loko District invited education sector partners and key 

national and district stakeholders to an engagement on how to achieve 

ecosystem change through focusing resources, attention and awareness 

around a few foundational strategies. EducAid has codified its 30+ years 

of experience & reflection into its Top Ten EducAid Strategies for 

Teaching & Learning. Five strategies focus on how to establish an 

appropriate, kind, respectful environment in the school & classroom. Five 

strategies focus on pedagogical approaches that help the teacher take responsibility for ensuring 

student learning. Our learning has been informed by research in partnership with the Brookings 

Institute, RTI, Better Purpose etc. With the generous support of our partners, EducAid has been 

working with the Ministry for the last few years to bring resources to address the key challenges that 

schools, teachers, learners and parents face across the district. The Gallery Walkthrough enabled 

participants to engage with the EducAid team to understand the unified approach. The event also 

marked the launch of a 1 year of significant logistical & training support to the MBSSE District team, 

thanks to the Rockdale Foundation (& EdTech Hub). We are grateful for the gracious and robust 

support of the Deputy Minister of Education, Emily Gogra, & the dedication of the Deputy Director 

for Education, Alpha D. Bangura. In partnership, we are confident that the Top Ten Strategies can be 

the foundation for a District of Excellence & EducAid will continue to seek resources to achieve our 

shared goal.  
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Goal Sierra Leone 

Sustainable environmental protection Solution: GOAL empowers 

women with smoke-free fish drying ovens  

hǾŜǊ нΣллл ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻnger have to 

use the traditional means of smoking fish that has over the years exposed them to health challenges 

like eye problems, respiratory diseases and stress-related problems due to the high exposure to 

carbon monoxide.  

The transformation which is spearheaded by GOAL SL through its Blue Economy project funded by 

Faroe Island and the Sunflower Foundation through Community Foundation Ireland has seen the 

distribution of six modernised smoke-free fish drying ovens to three fishing communities in 

Freetown.  

{ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŦƛǎƘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ 

{ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ-scale fishing industry provides food 

security and employment opportunities to thousands of 

people living in coastal communities. The sector has generated 

an estimated 500,000 jobs and processes 100,000 metric tons 

of fish every year.  

However, small-scale fishers face a myriad of challenges, 

including limited access to storage facilities and post-harvest 

materials. These challenges lead to fish smoking as a way of preserving left over fish sold by women 

which has now become a product in high demand in the market. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŘǊƛŜŘ ƻǊ ǎƳƻƪŜŘ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ 

these women go through to bring dried or smoked fish to the market will shock you especially the 

challenges it poses to health and the environment are immense.  

How smoking fish was done 

Before the intervention of GOAL SL, these women used metal 

drum by making a hole at the bottom of the drum and use steel 

wire mesh where the fishes are laid. The mesh is placed on top of 

the drum and then the created space is used to pack firewood, 

mostly mangroves cut from protected areas. The fish is then 

placed on top of the mesh with fire set underneath. The fire is 

then put out which gives heavy smoke that most of these women 

claim gives the fish the dark brown color to the fish and a nice taste.  
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The effect of the traditional method 

Narrating the effect the traditional method of smoking fish posed to them, Isatu Jalloh who has been 

in the fish trade all her life at Moa Wharf said that she has 

stopped drying fish because it has affected her eyesight 

especially after she began feeling unease and having blurring 

sight sometimes. 

I was advised by the doctor to halt fish smoking activities or 

Ǌƛǎƪ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƘǘΦ άLt was a scary news and my whole life 

depends on fish business, I had to avoid drying fish for a 

ǿƘƛƭŜΣέ Lǎŀǘǳ ǊŜŎƻǳƴǘŜŘΦ 

Like Isatu, countless women shared the same sentiment with health hazard that comes with using 

the traditional method of smoking fish as one woman who preferred not to be named was spotted 

in a fog of smoke doing her normal route to survive. 

The dawn of an era in fish drying  

With the distribution of smoke-free ovens by GOAL SL under its Blue Economy and Livelihood 

Programme, these women will not have to worry about their 

health or the environment again. Isatu can now dry the leftovers 

from the fish sale without worrying about smoke affecting her 

because of the smart oven. When asked how she dealt with the 

issue preserving the left over after selling, she said she uses the 

ƛŎŜōƻȄ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōȅ Dh![ {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜΦ άIƻƴŜǎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 

intervention of GOAL has really helped us, the coming of the 

oven is a life changer for us in the fish sector, we no longer have 

to pollute our environment wƛǘƘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŜƴŘŜŘΦ  

[ƛƪŜ LǎŀǘǳΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ½ŀƛƴŀō ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Dh![Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ hƭŘ ²ƘŀǊŦΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

άDh![ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ bDh{ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ 

saving through the Community Saving and Loan Association where we help ourselves without going 

to microfinance institutions that mostly embarrass and disgrace us. Also, the distribution of ice 

boxes and freezers has helped us greatly especially when we were struggling with ice to preserve our 

fishes but now those with the freezers will just make ice cubes that will be used to preserve the 

fishes, those with ice boxes now have a place to keep their fishes compared to before when they just 

ǳǎŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ōƻǿƭǎΦέ  

Commenting on thŜ ƻǾŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ½ŀƛƴŀō ǎŀƛŘ άǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Dh![ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ŀ 

smart oven to dry fish which will help to extend our lives because we will not be ingesting so much 

smoke from drying fish, this will really help us, I give GOAL 100% because they have come to help 

ǳǎΦέ 
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Life For African Mothers (LFAM) 

 

 

 

HOW LFAM  IN  S I ERRA L EONE IS  REDUCI NG M AT ERNAL  

MO RTALIT Y  

BY  TH E LFAM  COUNTRY DIRECTO R M R MORLAI  K ANLU KAM ARA  

 

Sierra Leone has one of the highest global rates of maternal mortality and an 

overwhelming number of these maternal deaths are due to preventable 

factors. In 2020, the maternal mortality ratio was 443 ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ deaths per 

100,000 live births. Although this is incredibly lower than the rate in 2000 

where 1,682 women died per 100,000 live births, there is still a way to go in 

reducing this number. 



  

  
SL 
 

35 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

 

 

The Life for African 

Mothers Charity 

(LFAM) has been 

actively working on 

reducing the maternal 

mortality rate in Sierra 

Leone for the past years 

LFAM is helping Sierra Leone through its essential programs and projects to 

lower the maternal mortality ratio. 

 

What LFAM  Does 

Deputy minister of health and Chief nursing officer complementing LFAM  work 

 

In 2020, nearly 800 preventable maternal deaths occurred daily worldwide A 

maternal death took place every two minutes; a further 95% of these deaths took 

place in low and lower-middle-income countries LFAM provides misoprostol 

medication to prevent PPH the leading cause of maternal deaths to public 

hospitals and community health canters clinics in Sierra Leone Sub-Saharan 

Africa through various means in reaching midwives, Pharmacists ,doctors etc in 

there various health facilities. The nonprofitable organisation has shipped 

thousands tablets to date, contributing to the approximately one million women 

saved by the organization. 

https://www.lifeforafricanmothers.org/
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Enhancing Service Reach 

LFAM is helping Sierra Leoneans by distributing life-saving medications such 

as Misoprostol. However, this has been challenging. The nonprofitable 

organisation encountered challenges when ensuring these medicationsô timely 

and safe delivery. Additionally, transporting supplies from the airport to the 

hospital and distributing them across the country posed logistical hurdles for 

several reasons, such as the state of the roads. 

 



  

  
SL 
 

37 

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2025 SIERRA LEONE ASSOCIATION 

OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION 
 

UNIFIED VOICE UMBRELLA BODY SLANGO 

In a positive turn of events in January 2024, the organization received a 

contribution from a U.K. foundation for a new vehicle. This donation has 

allowed LFAM to revolutionize the way it transports medication and midwives 

as distribution efforts are simplified and accessibility has been increased. This 

donation will  hopefully lead to a further reduction in Sierra Leoneôs maternal 

mortality rate as the effectiveness of LFAM work continuously increases. 

 

 

October to November 2024 

Life for African Mothers 

donated and distributed thousands of misoprostol medication to 

the western Area Urban, Western Area Rural district management teams 

(DHMTS) for community health centres clinics also donated misoprostol 

medication to the sixteen (16) districts governments hospitals across the country 

with some of the government assisted hospitals in SierraLeone. 

 

The donation and distribution went on successfully without any hindrance, 

supported by our partners in development to name few the ministry of health 

MOHS, the Freetown city council FCC, the  Sierra Leone Association of Non-

Governmental Organization SLANGO, the ministry of social welfare  and. 

LFAM Freetown Sierra Leone. 
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Living Water International Sierra Leone 

OVERFLOW 25 Momentum to Power the Mission Overflow 25 is a strategic plan that 

guides Living Water International through 2027. It consists of a winning aspiration, a 

neighbor-centric focus, guiding positions, and action steps. WINNING ASPIRATION For 

the global Christian community to pursue the physical, spiritual, and social flourishing 

of all people lacking basic WASH services. As part of our strategic plan, Living Water 

International is dedicated to empowering communities through a neighbor-centric 

approach to WASH. This plan has been consistently successfully 

implemented in Living Water International Sierra Leone (LWISL) 

providing safe, accessible water and improved sanitation 

services for people in 6 chiefdoms in Moyamba District. Our 

efforts in Temidele Chiefdom illustrate the impact of our holistic 

WASH program. In Temidele Chiefdom, the struggle for safe 

drinking water was a daily reality for residents. With a 

population of 16,817 (2022 mid-term Census), many families 

depended on contaminated sources, leading to widespread illness. Women and children bore the 

brunt of this crisis, often walking miles to fetch water while risking their health. Recognizing these 

challenges, LWISL collaborated with the chiefdom stakeholders to prove improved water, sanitation 

and hygiene services to the underserved population. Through this partnership, we successfully 

constructed 15 new boreholes in the largest communities, directly benefiting 6,875 individualsτa 

ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ плΦр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦŘƻƳΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ we rehabilitated 4 old hand-dug wells, 

restoring hope and access to clean water.  

Education was a cornerstone of our approach. We trained hygiene promoters who became 

ambassadors of health, sharing vital sanitation messages that transformed practices across 

neighboring communities. There has been a significant reduction in waterborne diseases and a 

newfound sense of dignity for families. We also led initiatives to eradicate open defecation, fostering 

improved sanitation that directly impacts community health.  

Call to Action: We are calling on the Government and UN Agencies to priorities funding for WASH in 

Sierra Leone.  

 

 

 




